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5th October 2010

UK man named as the world’s top new Master Brewer
Peter Hammond from AB InBev UK’s Stag Brewery has been named as the top  performer in the 2010 Institute of Brewing and Distilling’s (IBD) prestigious international Master Brewing examinations. Peter’s performance was such that he has also been awarded the J S Hough prize by the IBD. This is only awarded to candidates who achieve an exceptional standard.

Simon Jackson, IBD Executive Director said “Brewers have to pass two stretching Institute examinations before they are allowed to call themselves Master Brewers.  First they must pass our Diploma qualification which tests their grasp of the science of brewing. Only when they have done this are they allowed to move on to the Master Brewer examination. Here they must demonstrate that they have the practical experience to apply their technical knowledge to brew outstanding beers”.  
“Over 500 people from a total of 38 different countries sat our Diploma and Master Brewer examinations in June this year. They came from as far afield as the USA, Australia, India, Ghana, Jamaica, Seychelles, Romania, Netherlands, South Africa, Vietnam, Nigeria, Malaysia and even Mongolia!  It is a tremendous achievement for Peter to come out on top of such a large and competitive field.”
New Master Brewer Peter said “I have really enjoyed the opportunities that studying for the IBD Master Brewer exam has afforded, particularly the chance to gain practical experience in areas of the syllabus to which there is less exposure in my average working day. The last 18 months have been busy and challenging for everyone at the Stag Brewery and I am particularly grateful to all those who have shared their knowledge, experience and time with me. The brewing industry is a wonderful one in which to work and I look forward to spending many more years working as a Master Brewer. "
Peter was born in Edinburgh in 1979, and now lives in Kingston-Upon-Thames with his wife Libby.  He studied Brewing and Distilling at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, graduating in 2001 with first class honours, and joined Stag Brewery as a trainee brewer.  Here he worked in various departments including Quality Assurance, packaging and brewing to gain a broad understanding of the business.  After finishing his training period, he worked as Quality Assurance Group Manager, Brewing Group Manger and Brewing Area Manager. After the merger of Anheuser-Busch and Inbev in 2008, he was appointed to the role of Brewing Process Engineer and subsequently promoted to his current role as Brewmaster at Stag Brewery in June 2009.

Ends

For further information 

Paul Hegarty 

Paul.k.hegarty@googlemail.com
+44 (0)7808 096250

Notes to Editors

The Institute of Brewing and Distilling (IBD) is the world’s leading professional body for people working in brewing and distilling.  The organisation originated as the “Laboratory Club” in 1886 and now has an international membership of 4000 people based in over 50 countries world-wide. 

