29th August 2011

World’s top younger brewer named 

The Institute of Brewing & Distilling (IBD) has announced that James Van der Watt has won its award for the 2011 “Younger Member of the Year”.   

James, 34, is currently SABMiller’s Brewing Research Consultant with responsibility for commissioning their new £3 million brewing research facility at the University of Nottingham in the UK.  He was born in South Africa and attained a BSc in Microbiology and Zoology from the University of Cape Town before joining South African Breweries in 1999.  He is a qualified IBD Master Brewer and was the youngest ever Chairman of the African Section of the Institute of Brewing and Distilling.

James said “Winning this award is a great honour and I hope that it inspires other young brewers and distillers to get more actively involved in Institute activity.  The IBD has opened up enormous opportunities to develop my technical capability and to meet other members of this industry. There’s also been the chance for some fun along the way!”

The IBD’s Executive Director, Simon Jackson commented “James fought off stiff competition from entries from as far afield as Canada and New Zealand to win this prestigious award.  We were particularly impressed with way that he has combined a focus on his own personal development by gaining the IBD’s Master Brewer Qualification with a willingness to give something back to the wider industry. He was highly successful chairman of the Africa Section running a very successful conference and section membership was the highest in its history when he completed his term as Chairman.”  

Also highly commended by the judging panel were Andrew Madden from Lion Nathan in New Zealand, Wade MacCann from SAB Miller in South Africa and Daniel MacKinnon, an independent distiller from Canada. 

Ends.

