
 
 

                                          
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Nineteenth AGM of the UK Great Northern Section of the 
Institute of Brewing & Distilling at Northern Monk Refectory, Leeds 4th 

April 2019. Start 18.20 
 

1. Apologies: Chris Dempsey, Richard Smethurst, Kevin Mitchell, Mark Slater, Graham 
Moss, Matt Howgate. Attendees noted in section register. 

 
2. Minutes of 2018 AGM: It was agreed that the Minutes of 2018 meeting presented were an 

accurate record. 
Proposed by David Smith 
Seconded by Rob Percival. 
These minutes were accepted by all, as a true record, and duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
3. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising, not covered elsewhere. 
 
4. Correspondence:  MB asked the secretary for her summary of correspondence since last 

AGM. 
 
She continues to deal with routine matters liaising with IBD HQ with matters such as adverting 

section events, and reports for the Brewer. 

Changes to laws around data protection last May (GDPR) have impacted on the information 

she receives from the IBD. The changes mean she no longer receives any information which 

contains ‘personal information’ about members. HQ now handle all membership matters. The 

section still handles all local events, but it is incumbent on anyone handling any personal 

information to do so securely. She (along with other Officers) completed GDPR training to 

ensure they understand their responsibilities.  

Since our last AGM we have a new Fellow of the IBD in our section. Graeme Hall (our quiz 

master) was presented with his award at last October’s very successful banquet at the Royal 

Armouries in Leeds. 

Section membership remains steady and was 323 as of March 2019. With changes to 

membership structure recently announced we wait to see what effect this may have on our 

section going forward. 

We can report we have enjoyed a full program of events this year, with numbers at events 

continue to be good for the most part, including today’s seminar which has bought in 

delegates from all over the UK. We thank Matt Howgate for organising a couple of very 

popular Younger Member events during 2018. The YM representative role has now been 

taken over by a young brewer from Robinson’s- Matt Davies- we look forward to Matt’s 

contribution. We continue to try to run a variety of technical events and visits as well as social 

gatherings- Alan’s Senior Member’s lunch have become a regular event. There has been a 

couple of retirements from the committee this year. We thank Oliver Fozard and Alan Dunn 

for their contributions during their time on committee. 
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Thanks to the committee, and in particular Mike and Alistair for their support and guidance 

over the last 12 months. Also special thanks to Colin who with Margaret’s help have secured 

a venue for this year’s banquet. Colin will take the lead organising this year’s event. 

 
5. Chairman’s Report    
It’s been a privilege to be chairman of the institute of brewing and distilling great northern 

section for the last 2 years.  

During my time as chair, we have seen big changes happen at HQ as we strive to improve 

and grow.  The IBD has been rebranded to bring us up to date, Work continues to implement 

policy’s and procedures and each department continues to manage and review budgets 

ensuring much greater control.  

Work on GDPR is ongoing with all section chairs, secretary’s and treasures undertaking 

training.  GDPR is a massive task but steady progress is being made.  

Work continues on building the new website and we are very close to its launch. 

Most importantly we are investing significant money and resources into online learning and 

looking at how we can improve the experience for members.  

The section has had another successful year cumulating in today’s seminar and I would like 

to thank all the all the speakers and companies who have hosted and contributed to our 

events.   

 

I would also like to thank the committee for their support and hard, Alan for running the raffle, 

Matt for his hard work with the younger members section and to congratulate to Graham on 

his fellowship. 

Many thanks to Alistair for organising today’s seminar and all his support during my time as 

chair.   

Many thanks to Jayne for all the support. I don’t know how I can tie my shoelaces without you.  

Lastly, I would like to thank you the members for supporting the section.   

 
 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report: 
2018 was a very successful year as far as income is concerned with both the Seminar and 
especially the Banquet returning surpluses, which has contributed to not just Section admin 
costs but has added to the balance sheet.  
These surpluses have come about through generous offers of facilities and services at both 
events and a very good attendance at the latter. But, as a norm, we are having to pay for 
facilities and services for meetings as Companies just cannot offer the hospitality that the 
Industry once used to provide. 
 
As was intimated last year, IBD HQ transferred their accounting to an external party in 2017 
and as Sections have no legal entity, we do not require to have our accounts examined. While 



the committee opted for one last review for 2017, the IBD auditors, McIntyre Hudson, for their 
part, did not raise any comment other than asking for an example invoice as a cross check, 
as they did for every UK Section. 
 
So, for 2018 year-end, all relevant files were sent to HQ for forwarding to McIntyre Hudson 
and as the VAT numbers added up, our 2018 sum of £1075 was paid in January.  
A request was made last month for a summary of our accounts to circulate today but nothing 
has been supplied. For now, after 3 months with no queries, one has to assume all is in order. 
 
But, what do I report to the Section? 
 
Income through the year was £13915 ex VAT, of which the Banquet was the greater part. 
Expenditure was £11579 ex VAT, again the Banquet being the greater part. 
Outstanding income from the Banquet; £2310 from HUK – of which ~£1400 has now been 
received. 
 
On paper then, the account has increased by ~£4466 on the 2017 year-end. 
 
We continue to request the annual YMs grant to support their meetings’, but the HQ proposed 
additional grants structure intended for technical / educational support did not come to fruition 
last year and has gone quiet.  
 
Are there any questions on the 2018 year-end accounts? I am happy to expand on the above 
after the meeting if anyone has a particular query. 
 
 
The accounts offered to the members for acceptance: 
Proposed by Colin Dunn 
Seconded by Jeff Collins 
A show of hands agreed unanimously.  
 
7. Election of Officers for 2019-20: section rules require that we hold an annual election for 

Chairman and Officers. 
 Mike Benson would like to propose Margaret Holland to take on the role of Chair for the 

next 12 months 
 Chairman:  

Proposed by Mike Benson 
Seconded by Graeme Hall 

 Vice-Chairman. The Chair proposes she is supported in her role by 2 Vice Chairs: 
Rob Percival (existing) proposed by Tim Gatenby, seconded by Alistair Dickson, and Mark 
Slater- proposed by Jeff Collins, seconded by Tim Gatenby. 
 
Secretary: Jayne Hewitt stated she is happy to be re-elected. 
Proposed by Rob Percival 
Seconded by Alan Cawkill 

 Treasurer. Alistair Dickson stated he is happy to be re-elected. 
Proposed by Graeme Hall 
Seconded by: Ian Bearpark 

 En-masse those present unanimously voted to accept all those above elected. 
 
8. Election of Committee Members:   

    JLH advises there were no nominations in advance of the meeting. 
The committee would like to elect 2 new members to join them; Matthew Davies and Iain 
Kenny. 
Proposed by Nick Brading 
Seconded by Alan Cawkill 
A show of hands from those present unanimously voted to accept Matt’s election. 
Chair then asked members present to re-elect the remaining committee for the next 
12 months: Mike Benson (retiring Chairman) Colin Dunn, David Smith, Ian Bearpark, 
Graeme Hall, Marilyn Seedhouse, Tim Gatenby, Alan Cawkhill, Matt Howgate and Wim 
van der Spek. 
A show of hands from those present unanimously voted to accept their re-election. 
 

 



 9. Section Representative at Council Meetings:   
The Chair asked for support that within the byelaws of the IBD either she or a nominated 
replacement represent the section at Council Meetings.  
Proposed by Mike Benson 
Seconded by Graeme Hall 
 
10. Any Other Business:  none 
 
11. Date of Next AGM 
 2nd April 2020 at Robinson’s Brewery, Stockport. 
 

Meeting closed at 6.45pm  
Signed: 
 
Chairman ………………………..  Date  ……………………… 
 
Secretary ………………………….. 


